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Principal Ponderings 
I want to take this opportunity to thank our 
wonderful PAC for their tireless efforts in 
promoting our wonderful little school.  Here is 
a list of just a few of the things they have been 
spearheading to make Pinantan Elem. such an 
awesome school to attend: 

-The Pinantan Elem. Cookbook 

-purchased new crazy carpets for our students 

-provided a concession at our home basketball 
games 

-provided lunch to all students and staff at the 
Terry Fox Run 

-put on a hugely successful raffle and dinner at 
the Christmas concert 

-provided each teacher with a budget of 
$200.00 in which to purchase those much 
needed incidentals that help promote student 
learning in our classrooms 

-ran  very successful bottle drives again 

-and so much more that I have no doubt 
omitted. 

Thank you for your tireless efforts in not only 
promoting our community school but helping 
us out in so many ways.  We as a staff and 
school community really appreciate your 
efforts. 

 

From the PAC  
Greetings from the PAC!  2019 is off to a great 
(and busy) start, I’m sure you would agree! 
February has a good number of activities 
planned, which is great for the students. It is 
also fun for the parents as we get to help and 
support our children in these activities! 

What has the PAC been up to this past month? 
We are currently working on a once a month 
hot lunch day. This day will be a special day for 
the students as we will have a different 
restaurant option every month! Watch for 
more details on this very soon, and an order 
form coming home shortly as well for 
February’s hot lunch day. Please help us to 
make this day a success each month! 

In sports news, the Pinantan Lakers basketball 
team is off to a strong start this year. Along 
with being there to cheer on our team, PAC has 
decided to offer a concession at the home 
games, offering a selection of goodies to 
choose from. All proceeds go directly to the 
playground fund! We hope to see you at the 
next game, they’re a lot of fun! 
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The next PAC meeting is on Monday February 
11th at 445 in the School library. Feel free to 
join us! We would love to have you there! 

Nikki Williams 

Pinantan Elementary PAC Chairperson 

 

 

Bell Schedule 
8:20  Doors open for students 

8:25 Warning,  students to be ready for class 

8:30 Classes begin 

10:15 Recess (please note change of time) 

10:30  Classes resume 

12:00 Lunch time activities begin 

12:30 Eating time 

1:00 Classes resume 

2:30  Dismissal 

Important Dates to Note 
Feb 4: Young People’s Concert (YPC) and 
Skating at MacArthur Island for all students 

Feb 5: Parent-Child Mother Goose  

Feb 5: After School Program 

Feb 6: Preschool Program  

Feb 6: Lakers Basketball at Rayleigh Elem. 

Feb 8: Non-Instructional Day (No School) 

Feb 11-15 Kindergarten Registration 

Feb 11: PAC Meeting @ 4:45 PM 

Feb 12: Parent Child Mother Goose 

Feb 12: After School Program 

Feb 13: Preschool Program 

Feb 13: Lakers Basketball @ Summit Elem. 

Feb 14: Valentine’s Day 

 Feb 18: Family Day - No School 

Feb 19: Parent Child Mother Goose 

Feb 19: After School Program 

Feb 20: Preschool 

Feb 20: Lakers Basketball @ Summit Elem. 

Feb 21: Gr. 7 Course Selection for Westsyde Sec 

Feb 26: Parent Child Mother Goose 

Feb 26: After School Program 

Feb 27: Ski Day @ Harper Mountain 
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Feb 27: Preschool 

March 1: Pro D Day - No School 

March 4: PAC Mtg. 

March 5: Last Session for Parent Child Mother 
Goose until final session in April-May 

March 5: After School Program 

March 6: Final Session of Preschool 

March 6: Ski Day @ Harper Mountain 

March 12: Last session for After School 
Program 

March 18-22 Spring Break 

**More dates to follow as we move forward  

Student Voice 

 

Mathematicians at Pinantan 
Mathematicians at Pinantan?  You bet.  Our 
school is full of them.  They are in Kindergarten 
through grade seven and come in all shapes 
and sizes.  Teachers in each of our classes are 
providing various opportunities for students to 
demonstrate numeracy skills that some 
students didn’t realize they had.  And as a 
school, we are promoting numeracy on a daily 
basis with fun and engaging math problems 
that students are trying to solve.  

Winners: 

Week 1: Alice, Jasper, Austin, Annika 

Week 2: Haley and Chase 

Week 3: Bonham and Isabel 
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Athletics:  Basketball  
The Lakers Basketball season is off and 
running. 

Students making up the team come from 
grades 4-7.  Coaching the team this year are 
Mr. Wood and Mrs. Smith. 

We’ve played two games thus far against St. 
Ann’s Academy and Ecole Lloyd George Elem. 
Both games were very exciting with the Lakers 
coming out on top.  Scoring was spread out 
among many players which means that we 
really are playing well as a team.  Both coaches 
have been really impressed with the team’s 
effort on both the offensive and defensive side 
of the ball.  Coaches Wood and Smith have also 
been pleased with the great sportsmanship 
demonstrated towards the opposition and 
referees. 

Three games remain in our basketball season 
including road trips to Rayleigh Elem. on Feb 6, 
and Summit Elem. on Feb 13 and then a return 
engagement with Rayleigh Elem. back in 
Pinantan on Feb 20th. 

Let’s see if we can fill the gym with fans to 
cheer on our hard-working and enthusiastic 
players.  Game times are 3:00PM and are well 
worth the price of admission. 

A big thank you goes out to Tamara for keeping 
score at our games and to Jordan and Conan 
for helping Tamara out as well. 

What a great time many of the players and 
their parents had at the TRU women’s and 
men’s basketball games on the evening of 
January 18.   TRU took on the University of 
Regina.  A great deal of fun was had by all.  We 
even picked up a few tips to use in our own 
games. 

 

Kamloops Blazers Hockey 
What a blast students, their families and staff 
had at the Blazers hockey game on January 
26th.   We certainly helped liven the Sandman 
Center in cheering our Blazers on to victory 
over the Victoria Royals.  Thanks to the nearly 
30 Pinantan fans  who attended. 

YPC and Skating: 
This Monday, February 4 all students and staff 
are heading into Kamloops for the second of 
four Young People’s Concerts at the Sagebrush 
Theatre.  We will be leaving the school at 8:45 
AM.  Following the concert we are off to 

 

4 

 



 

 

 

MacArthur Island to go skating from 
11:30-12:30 after which we will be returning to 
the school.   

We can really use your help at MacArthur 
Island during our skating time.  In order to get 
our kids on the ice in a reasonable time we can 
use your help in getting skates on and tied up. 
Many of our children may also require some 
support on the ice in learning to skate.  So, if 
you can spare some time, please come join us 
and lend a hand. 

Please note that anyone who plans on being 
on the ice must have skates and a helmet. 
Modeling safety is very important to our 
youngsters. 

Kindergarten Registration 

Parent Child Mother Goose 
The Parent Child Mother Goose program is off 
and running with many parents and they’re 
little ones attending.  Thanks to Alison Rochon 
for facilitating this very important program. 
GREAT NEWS: Parent Child Mother Goose will 
be offering another group of sessions starting 
on April 10 - May 29.  Check with Alison should 
you wish to return for another session,  or let 
others know in the community who may wish 
to attend.  Keep your eyes peeled for 
information coming out in the days to come. 

Preschool Program 
Thank you to Mrs. Martel for facilitating the 
Preschool Program at the school on 
Wednesday mornings.  Currently there are 
about 6 families who attend regularly.  If you 
know of someone in the community that has 
preschool aged children that might enjoy this 
great opportunity,  please call the school and 
ask for further information as to attending. 
Families involved in the program currently are 
having a great time of learning, together. 

Snack Shack  
We have started a Snack Shack on Fridays. 
Students can purchase tasty snacks for a very 
reasonable amount.  These snacks will be sold 
in the lunchroom at lunch time.  Most items 
can be purchased for $1.00. 

The Snack Shack is not intended to replace 
those healthy lunches that you send so please 
continue to do so.  
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Safe Arrival 
To report your child’s absence, please use the 
Safe Arrival app, phone the toll free  number 
(1-844-350-2647) or visit 
go.schoolmessenger.ca. 

If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to call the school’s office. 

Let’s keep our children safe and accounted for, 
together. 

Attendance & Punctuation 
It is imperative that students arrive to school 
on time and on a consistent basis in order for 
them to have social time with their friends and 
prepare for the start of the day.  Being late 
even a couple of minutes puts them behind 
and off to a bad start. Please help your child by 
having them here and on time. 

Drop-off & Pick-up Areas 
Parents, please do your part in keeping all 
students safe by adhering to the school speed 
zones and by picking your children up in the 
lower parking lot.  Please also be careful in the 
parking lot as it only takes a moment for a 
child to dart behind you as you back out.  None 
of us want a tragedy to occur. 

Toys at School 
Every year, in every school, personal 
items/toys go missing for various reasons. 
Please keep personal items at home in order to 
avoid this problem.  If items are  brought for 
Show and Tell or other classroom events 

please make sure they are secured by the 
classroom teacher or in your locked lockers. 

Scent Considerate School 
Please be mindful that we are a scent 
considerate school as per SD73 Policy 1006.5. 
The Board of Education recognizes the need 
for a safe working environment for all 
employees and students.  This includes the 
provision of a scent considerate environment. 
Scented products may cause severe and/or life 
threatening allergic reactions in some 
individuals. 

How to Prevent Head Lice 
Check your child’s head every week for head 
lice and teach your child not to share hats, hair 
accessories, scarves, helmets, combs/brushes, 
etc.  If you would like more information on 
head lice and treatment, please go to 
www.interiorhealth.ca 

BC Fruits and Veggies Program 

 

Again this year the BC Fruits and Veggies 
program will be provided.  The program 
provides various fruits and veggies to our 
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school so that students can sample, perhaps, 
something new that they might like.  The 
program is not intended to be a substitute for 
lunches coming from home.  So please 
continue to send those nutritious lunches. 

Microwave Use 
Please refrain from sending your child to 
school with food that needs to be microwaved. 
More often than not the food gets overcooked 
or “burnt”.  Secondly, long lines at the 
microwave mean that children run out of time 
to eat  within defined times. 

School Supplies and Fees 
Cheques for school supplies and fees can be 
made out to Pinantan Elem and returned to 
the office and Mrs. Matthews. 

Tips for Positive Communication with 
your Child’s Teacher 
While our teaching staff will be in contact with 
you about your child’s progress or any 
concerns they may have, it is imperative that 
you also contact the teacher with any 
questions or concerns that you may have. 
Regular communication keeps everyone on the 
same page. 
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